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‘Will Stop Sale
Of lllegal Wine,
Boost Revenue’

SrikantaTripathy
@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: Forget the talk about
alcohol prohibition in Rajast-
han. Now, restaurants without
having commercial conver-
sion approval can now get a li-
quor licence. As per the go-
vernment notification on Ja-
nuary 1, restaurants will be gi-
venlicence forsixmonthswith
the paymentof 75% of theexis-
ting licensing fee and the pe-
riod can be extended by paying
another 25% of thefees.

Restaurants are allowed to
operate without the approval
of the commercial conversion
but till now; they were not eli-
gible for bar licences.

According to industry, the-
re are large number of such
restaurants who are keen to
havealicence, intheabsenceof
which, some resort tosellingli-
quor illegally

The notification said that
“restaurant barlicence mayal-
so be granted by the licensing
authority to any restaurant-
...The licence under this rule
shall be granted in the form
and on the conditions as may
be determined by the state go-
vernment.”

A senior official of the fi-
nance department said, “We
wanted to ensure that if a res-
taurant wants to sell liquor, let
it do that in a transparent way
without violating the rules.
Restaurants operating witho-
ut commercial conversion is
covered in the amendment.
While this will stop illegal sale
of liquor in these restaurants,

Times News Nerwork

Jaipur: As the mercury kept
dipping in December, liquor
consumption by the people of
Jaipur increased by 25.3% in
last the month of 2019 over the
corresponding period in 2018.
Whilein December2018thesa-
leof liquor by Rajasthan State
Beverages Corporation Limi-
ted (RSBCL) was worth Rs
574.59 crore in the whole state,
it went up to Rs 705.99 crore in
December 2019. In Jaipur, it
had gone up from Rs105.31 cro-
re in December 2018 to Rs
131.93 crore in December 2019.
People in Jaipur woke up
to the second coldest morning
of December since 1964 as the
minimum temperature dip-
ped to 1°C on 30th December,
2019. It is also the time when
people bask in the glory of fes-
tive season, with Christmas
and New Year eve falling in

e

Restaurants wnthout commercial
conversion can get liquor licence

Booze consumption in city
up 25% in Dec over last year

i

H
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thesame month.

“Thesale of liquor include
Indian-made foreign liquor
(IMFL), foreign liquor, beer,
wine. The country liquor is
not included in it. These are
the figures of what RSBCL
has sold to the retailers in De-
cember last year. The retailers
don't keep anything in stock.
They dispose of to the consu-
mers whatever quantity of li-

— TIMBS

quor is purchased from
RSBCL," said Sukhveer Saini,
executive director, RSBCL.

The figure emerges at a ti-
me when the state govern-
ment has formed a committee
of senior officials to visit Bi-
har and study the impact of li-
quor ban in the state. Sources
inthefinancedepartment had
denied that the move was a
prelude to prohibition of liqu-

r in Rajasthan and said the
purpose of the ‘study tour'
was to how better they could
regulate the trade. Chief Mi-
nister Ashok Gehlot had also
clarified that the state wasnot
mullingover any such idea.

Meanwhile, Delhiites gul-
ped down alcohol worth al-
most Rs 1,000 crore in Decem-
ber, sources said. According
to sources, Delhi’s excise de-
partment earned Rs 465 crore
asduty on liquor in December
2019.

it will also add to the govern-
ment’srevenue Kitty It'sa win-
win proposition for both the
government and the restau-
rants,” said a senior official of
the finance department.

But the decision has divi-
ded opinion in the industry
While the government retail
shop owners said that the in-
creased competition from the
resto bars will erode their mar-
ket share, others said that ma-
ny restaurants have invested
large sums of money, but wit-
hout liquor licence, they lose
clients.

“Jalpur Is a tourist town.

Over the past few years several
restaurants have opened but
without liquor licence, their
business prospects don't look
bright. This will certainly help
therestaurant industryandal-
so the government, which is
overstretched financially™ sa-
id Rajesh Dukia, a restaurant
owner.

But the government-licen-
ced retailers are not enthused.
They said new licences will
further stiffen the competi-
tion, shrinking their market
share.

Nilesh Mewara, president
of Rajasthan Liquor Welfare

Society; said, “If the govern-
ment is increasing competi-
tion for us by giving more li-
cences, they should also remo-
ve the target sale criteria as we
cannot ensure 10°: more sales
in that environment. We have
invested Rs 30 lakh for a retail
shop licence whereas the res-
taurants pay only Rs10lakhas
licence fee. The move will hurt
our intervsts.”

In the past, many restau-
rants and hotel bars were issu-
ed penalty notices for not sel-
ling 10% more liquor and sub-
sequently, the industry in the

state protested.
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GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
FINANCE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT

No.: F 3(4)FD/Ex/2015- Part-1 Jaipur, Dated: 1* January, 2020

NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 41 of the Rajasthan Excise Act, 1950
(Act No. II of 1950), the State Government hereby makes the following rules further to
amend the Rajasthan Excisc (Grant of Hotel Bar/Club Bar Licences) Rules, 1973 and orders
with reference to proviso to sub-section (3) of the said section that previous publication of
these amendment rules is dispensed with as the State Government considers that they should

brought into force at once, namely

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) These rules may be called the Rajasthan
Excise (Grant of Hotel Bar/Club Bar Licences) (Amendment) Rules, 2020

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Inscrtion of new rule 3-C.- After the existing rule 3-B and before the existing rule
4 of the Rajasthan Excisc (Grant of Hotel Bar/Club Bar Licences) Rules, 1973, the following
new rule 3-C shall be inserted, namely:-

"3-C. Licence for short period.- Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules
Hotel Bar licence may also be granted by the licensing authority to any hotel established prior
o the commencement of the Rajasthan Excise (Grant of Hotel Bar/Club Bar Licences)
(Amendment) Rules, 2020, for a period of six months or upto the end of the financial year
whichever is carlier on payment of 75% of initial fee prescribed in rule 3 of these rules. The
licence under this rule shall be granted in the form and on the conditions as may be
determined by the State Government. The licence granted under this rule may be extended for
remaining period of financial year or upto the end of financial year whichever is earlier on
payment of 25% of initial fee prescribed in rule 3 of these rules.”

By Order of the Governor,
18/2019-20
(Onkar Mal Rajotiya)
Joint Sccretary to the Government

Copy forwarded to the following for information & necessary action

. Accountant General, Rajasthan, Jaipur
Commissioner, Excise Department, Rajasthan, Udaipur
3. PSto Additional Chicfl Secretary, Finance Department
4 S o Secretary, Finance (Revenue) Department
\/;u‘hmcal Director, Computer Cell, Finance Department, Sccretariat, Jaipur

6. Guard file

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
FINANCE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT

No.: F 3(4)FD/Ex/2015- Part-1 Jaipur, Dated: 1" January, 2020

NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 41 of the Rajasthan Excise Act, 1950
{Act No. II of 1950), the State Government hereby makes the following rules further to
amend the Rajasthan Excise (Grant of Restaurant Bar Licences) Rules, 2004 and orders with
reference 10 proviso to sub-section (3) of the said section that previous publication of these
amendment rules is dispensed with as the State Government considers that they should
brought into force at once, namely:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) These rules may be called the Rajasthan
Excise (Grant of Restaurant Bar Licences) (Amendment) Rules, 2020.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Insertion of new rule 3-A.— After the existing rule 3 and before the existing rule 4
of the Rajasthan Excise (Grant of Restaurant Bar Licences) Rules, 2004, the following new
rule 3-A shall be inserted, namely:-

"3-A.Licence for short period.- Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules
Restaurant Bar licence may also be granted by the licensing authority to any restaurant
established prior to the commencement of the Rajasthan Excise (Grant of Restaurant Bar
Licences) (Amendment) Rules, 2020, for a period of six months or upto the end of the
financial year whichever is earlier on payment of 75% of initial fee prescribed in rule 3 of
these rules. The licence under this rule shall be granted in the form and on the conditions as
may be determined by the State Government. The licence granted under this rule may be
extended for remaining period of financial year or upto the end of financial year whichever is
carlier on payment of 25% of initial fee prescribed in rule 3 of these rules.”

By Order of the Governor,
19/2019-20
(Onkar Mal Rajotiya)
Joint Secretary to the Government

Copy forwarded to the following for information & necessary action:

Accountant General, Rajasthan, Jaipur.
Commissioner, Excise Department, Rajasthan, Udaipur.
PS 1o Additional Chief Secretary, Finance Department.

\-}/Pgm Secretary, Finance (Revenue) Department.
" Technical Director, Computer Cell, Finance Department, Secretariat, Jaipur.

6. Guard file.
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Joint Secretary to the Government
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